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Barber, Anthony

From: Cathy Leece 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 1:53 PM
To: Barber, Anthony
Cc: danschwoerer@bullseyeglass.com; debiwali@bullseyeglass.com
Subject: Air Quality Issue with Bullseye Glass in SE Portland, Oregon

Categories: Glass Air Toxics

Dear Anthony Barber, 
 
I am a resident and homeowner at , just one block north . I live with my husband 
and our four year old daughter. My husband and I have lived here for sixteen years, and my young daughter her 
whole life. Our house is located less than a quarter mile from Bullseye Glass, the source for the high levels of 
cadmium and arsenic detected in the area. As you can imagine, I am consumed with fear over the air sample 
results that DEQ made public earlier this week.  
 
Given my sixteen years at this location, I am very concerned about potential long term exposure to these toxic 
air pollutants. While I find some peace with the self stated claim that Bullseye, at least the time being, is no 
longer using materials containing cadmium and arsenic in their processes. However, I am very worried about 
the ramifications that the long term exposure of these toxic air pollutants will have on my family and neighbors. 
Actually, worried doesn’t describe how I’ve been feeling these past few days. I am more horrified than worried 
to learn of the alarming levels of cadmium and arsenic detected so close to my home. My husband and I have 
had many sleepless nights and at times the fear seems all consuming.  
 
I know we are still in the very early stages of these findings, and I am trying to remind myself that I must try to 
stay positive and hope that things aren’t as bad as they sound, for the sake of my family. However this is a 
challenge, seeing that the fear is just so debilitating at times.  
 
In just a matter of days, I have gone from thinking that I am extremely lucky and fortunate to be living in such a 
great neighborhood to feeling that I may have possibly spent the last sixteen years of my life (for both my 
husband and myself, not to mention the early years of my daughter’s life) living within an area exposed to 
hazardous levels of toxic air pollutants that exceed risk screening values by orders of magnitude and that 
may well effect the overall health of my family. In the last three days I have had to weather an array of 
unpleasant comments from friends and acquaintances such as “Aren’t you horrified with the results that were 
found so close to your house”, or “I’m so glad I live so far away from the source (i.e. Bullseye)”, to “I’m so 
glad I don’t live in your neighborhood”. Needless to say, I’m not feeling particularly lucky these days. Not to 
mention the very real anxieties that I have about possible decreased property values in the effected areas. 
 
I am very concerned about other additional air toxics, hazardous materials and hazardous waste that Bullseye 
may be releasing into my neighborhood. DEQ needs to implement ongoing monitoring of Bullseye and its 
processes. DEQ also needs to conduct a more comprehensive study identifying other potentially hazardous air 
pollutants that Bullseye may be releasing at unacceptable levels. I don’t believe cadmium and arsenic are the 
only metals or air toxics that are being released at unacceptable levels or concentrations. Unfortunately, we can 
not turn back the clock. But I am hoping that we will gain a more realistic picture of what the exposure risks 
might look like for residents in the affected areas. The fall out will certainly be significant if the risk of 
exposure turns out to be high.  
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Regardless of where the debate of past exposure heads, residents need to feel safe again. I can’t say at this time 
I feel safe. We have elected you to be our voice and we are depending on you to communicate our concerns, 
fears, and worry to those responsible for defending public health. I need to be assured that measures have been 
placed on Bullseye to keep all emissions in check REGARDLESS of the permitting process. This is the 
responsibility of DEQ and EPA. 
 
I would also like to see representatives from Bullseye engaging with the community. I would like them to know 
that the amount of fear and anxiety my family and neighbors are experiencing is very real. For me personally, 
knowing or unknowing, I hold them directly responsible.  
 
Lastly and undoubtedly, there are issues surrounding permits and regulations. Reportedly, Bullseye is in 
compliance with their air permits? How is it possible that they can be in compliance with the requirements of 
their permit, yet at the same time, release such high concentrations of cadmium and arsenic (not to mention 
other unidentified air toxics), levels that are clearly above the Oregon risk-based human health bench marks. 
This is a clear failure of our regulatory system to protect the health and well being of the public. Portland, 
Oregon is a beautiful place to live and raise a family. Please help us to protect ourselves and preserve this place 
so that my daughter isn’t writing this same letter 20 or 30 years from now.  
 
As my representative, I urge you to advocate on behalf of myself, my family and neighbors and put pressure on 
Bullseye, DEQ and EPA to resolve these serious issues. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Cathy Leece 




